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DIRECTOR’s
FOREWORD
mOUNIR BOUCHENAkI
DIRECTOR OF ARC-WH

Following the 2014 Report, the Arab Regional Centre for 

World Heritage is proud to deliver the 2015 Report on the 

activities undertaken in 2015 in a difficult context where 

conflicts are affecting a number of Arab countries.

Unfortunately, it was a year in which prestigious World 

Heritage sites such as Palmyra in Syria and Hatra in Iraq 

have been intentionally destroyed by terrorist organizations. 

The international community was shocked by these barbaric 

acts demonstrating no respect for the populations and for 

their precious cultural heritage, whether inscribed on the 

World Heritage list or not.

In this wake, the Arab Regional Centre pursued one of its 

strategic objectives related to consolidation of Arab speaking 

experts in the implementation of the World Heritage 

Convention particularly for sites inscribed on the World 

Heritage List in Danger. Partnerships were developed with 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre, UNESCO Regional Offices, 

ALECSO, ICCROM and ICOMOS in order to provide tools in 

the framework of training courses dedicated to ‘First Aid to 

Cultural Heritage in Times of Conflicts’.

Furthermore, the Centre has been following the 

implementation of its Programme and Budget as adopted 

by the Centre’s Governing Board, in line with the Advisory 

Board Recommendations. 

The reader will find that the main lines of actions 

implemented in cooperation with the Member States of 

the Arab Region are clearly expressed in the Strategic 

Objectives of the World Heritage Convention: Credibility, 

Conservation, Capacity-building, Communication, and 

Communities (the 5 C’s).

One can observe that the Centre is already obtaining some 

concrete results in the development and the implementation 

of the Tabe’a Programme (Nature World Heritage Programme 

in Arab States) under a partnership agreement with IUCN, 

which will be renewed in 2016. This Programme provides 

the Arab States with an opportunity to assess the potential 

natural heritage in the region to increase the credibility and 

representation of natural heritage on the World Heritage List. 

The Centre continued to gain credibility among international 

and national institutions as well as NGOs are seeking to 

partnership with the Centre. 

Iraq was the first state party to the Convention to 

benefit since 2014 and during the whole year of 2015 

of developing the ‘upstream process’, as advised by the 

World Heritage Committee for the proposed nomination 

site of the Marshlands.

Last but not least, Bahrain institutions such as the 

Supreme Council of Environment and University of 

Bahrain are now closely associated to activities aiming 

at raising awareness and developing good practices for 

the protection of the natural environment. The Bahrain-

European week for Environment is an example of this 

successful cooperation with Bahrain’s experts.

“UnfortUnately, it was a year in which 
prestigioUs world heritage sites sUch as 
palmyra in syria and hatra in iraq have been 
intentionally destroyed”
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The Kingdom of Bahrain through the establishment of the 

Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage (ARC-WH), as a 

Category II centre under the auspices of UNESCO, wished 

to contribute to the efforts developed by the international 

community in favour of the reinforcement of the 

implementation of the World Heritage Convention and the 

promotion and protection of human heritage in all its forms.

ARC-WH BACkGROUND

The World Heritage Convention  
stipulates in its Article 5,  
that in order:

“To ensure that effective and active 
measures are taken for the protection, 
conservation and presentation of the 
cultural and natural heritage situated 
on its territory, each State Party to 
this Convention shall endeavour, in 
so far as possible, and as appropriate 
for each country to foster the 
establishment or development of 
national or regional centres for training 
in the protection, conservation and 
presentation of the cultural and natural 
heritage and to encourage scientific 
research in this field.”
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ARC-WH BACkGROUND

Objectives Of the ARc-Wh

The global objective of the ARC-WH is to assist efforts of 

State Parties in the implementation of the World Heritage 

Convention in the Arab State Region, in close cooperation 

with the World Heritage Centre. The ARC-WH aims 

principally at being a relay for the action of the World 

Heritage Centre and its partners in the region by federating 

regional energies for the conservation, promotion and 

presentation of the region’s cultural and natural heritage. 

The purpose of these actions is to increase balanced 

representation of Arab States sites on the World Heritage 

List, promote better protection and management of such 

World Heritage properties, mobilise regional and international 

financial support for these purposes, and raise awareness of 

World Heritage in the region. 

the ARc-Wh organises its activities in three main ways:

i) The provision of information relating to the World Heritage 

Convention and its application, including development and 

management of an Arabic language website, the translation 

and publication of relevant documents, and promotion of 

the establishment of new conservation programmes at 

universities, in all the Arab region States.

ii) The provision of assistance to State Parties in the region 

to improve their ability to implement the World Heritage 

Convention (including understanding of WH policy concepts, 

rules of procedure, preparation of tentative lists, preparation 

of nominations,  monitoring of the state of conservation, 

education programmes etc.) by facilitating the organisation of 

appropriate World Heritage training at the ARC-WH’s premises 

or anywhere else in the region, and responding to State Party 

requests for assistance.

iii) The provision of logistical and financial support for 

regional activities in support of the implementation of the 

World Heritage Convention including hosting of meetings, 

conferences, training workshops or exhibitions in the 

region; identifying appropriate facilities and services 

(lecture rooms, equipment, competent translators, etc.) for 

meetings planned by the World Heritage Centre and other 

international institutions in the region, and raising funds to 

support World Heritage regional activities. 23 
World heritage sites inscribed 

Worldwide 
in 2015

Bu Maher Fort, Pearling, Testemony of an Island Economy, Bahrain
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OUR PROGRAmmEs 

In line with the principles of the World Heritage 

Convention, the ARC-WH promotes interlinkage between 

cultural and natural heritage in the region by:

cultuRAl heRitAge PROgRAmme 

The Centre’s Cultural Heritage Programme focuses on 

three strategic objectives:

consolidating existing representation of properties on 

the World heritage list and improving management 

effectiveness through the promotion of good governance 

and strong law enforcement;

cooperating with Arab states, iccROm and icOmOs’s 

Programmes related to globalisation, climate change, 

urbanisation and social change issues;

Providing support to World heritage sites in 

Danger especially in response to regional political 

transformations and conflicts, with particular focus on 

the assessment of impacts, the adoption of emergency 

response, and the promotion of protection measures.

NAtuRAl heRitAge PROgRAmme

The Centre’s Natural Heritage Programme strategic 

objectives are:

enhancing the regional capacities of Natural Arab 

experts in the field of natural heritage 

supporting  the credibility of  natural World heritage 

list in Arab Region.

effective conservation and management measures of 

existing World heritage sites. 

Knowledge and best practices development 

explore suitable governance arrangements at the 

national and sub-regional levels to ensure adequate 

implementation of the World heritage convention 

consolidating the network of Arabic speaking experts 

with regard to the five “cs” of the World heritage 

convention: credibility, conservation, capacity building, 

communication and communities;

Recognising traditional knowledge, practices, skills  

and craftsmanship;

Raising awareness and promoting education about  

World heritage;

Adopting two parallel strategic tracks for cultural 

heritage and natural heritage to respond more 

effectively to the specific priorities of the region.
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sTRATEGIC  
OBjECTIvEs  
OF THE WORLD  
HERITAGE CONvENTION
THE FIvE “Cs”

credibility - To strengthen the credibility of the World 

Heritage List, as a representative and geographically 

balanced testimony of cultural and natural properties of 

outstanding universal value.

conservation - To ensure the effective conservation of 

World Heritage properties.

capacity-building - To promote the development of 

capacity-building measures, including assistance for 

preparing the nomination of properties, implementation of 

the World Heritage Convention and related instruments.

communication - To increase public awareness, 

involvement and support for World Heritage through 

communication.

communities - To enhance the role of communities in the 

implementation of the World Heritage Convention.

CREDIBILITy
CONsERvATION
CAPACITy-BUILDING
COmmUNICATION
COmmUNITIEs



Nubian Monuments from Abu Simbel, Egypt
© Editions  Gelbart
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ARC-WH  
AND sTRENGTHENING  
THE CREDIBILITy  
OF THE WORLD  
HERITAGE LIsT

FIELD VISIT TO AL-AHSA PROVINCE
Date: 4 October, 2015
Partner: Saudi Commission for Tourism and National 
Heritage

A  delegation from ARC-WH represented by its Director 

Mounir Bouchenaki visited  the oasis of Al- Ahsa, nominated 

in 2015 on the World Heritage tentative list. The Al-Ahsa 

oasis lies  65km inland from the Arabian Gulf in eastern 

Saudi Arabia and is one of the  largest oases in the world.  

The ARC-WH looked at the current legislation protecting 

the oasis and discussed each element of  the  management 

plan with all stakeholders involved. The ARC-WH Director 

praised all the efforts  and  commitment made by the Saudi 

Commission of Tourism and National Heritage and pledged 

 the  support of the Regional Centre towards the upstream 

process of the Al-Ahsa Oasis nomination file.

Saudi Arabia
Category: Cultural 
State, Province or Region:
Eastern Region, Al-Ahsa Province
Coordinates: N 2817627.63 E 367144.82

1031
Total number of
World Heritage Properties

Worldwide 

Al-Hijr Archaeological Site (Madain Salih), Saudi Arabia
© Editions  Gelbart
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ARC-WH  
AND sTRENGTHENING  
THE CREDIBILITy  
OF THE WORLD  
HERITAGE LIsT

ExPLORINg NEW POTENTIAL OF NATuRAL WORLD 
HERITAgE WITHIN KHOR AL uDAID, QATAR
Date: 29 March, 2015
Partners: Ministry of Environment, Supreme Council for the 
Environment of Natural Reserves, UNESCO- Doha and IUCN. 

ARC-WH in partnership with UNESCO-Doha and the 

Ministry of Environment and the Supreme Council for the 

Environment of Natural Reserves in Qatar held several 

expert meetings to discuss the possibility of the  potential 

inscribtion of Khor Al-Udaid on the World Heritage list.  

The Khor Al-Udaid area, known regionally as the ‘Inland 

Sea’, is located in the south east of Qatar. The area 

presents a remarkable landscape formed by a unique 

combination of geological and geomorphological features. 

These features themselves create a diverse scenery of 

exceptional, undeveloped natural beauty, in what remains 

predominantly a ‘wilderness area’. Each landscape unit 

on its own, notably the Arabian Gulf, large mobile 

dunes, the tidal embayment system, inland and coastal 

sabkha, recently discovered “salt hummocks”, stony 

deserts, elevated mesas and rocky outcrops, as well as 

the transition between each of them, contributes to the 

unique character of Qatar’s southern territory.

SuPPORTINg THE uPSTREAM PROCESS OF THE 
HAWAR ISLAND NOMINATION FILE – BAHRAIN
Partners: Supreme Council for the Enviorment, Bahrain 

ARC-WH in cooperation with the Supreme Council for the 

Environment in the Kingdom of Bahrain exploring new 

approaches and techniques to support Bahrain  to expand 

its work on the nomination file of Hawar Islands. 

A series of meetings and activities were held at the top of 

them preparing RedList assessment focus on conservation 

status of the marine life; mammals, seagrass, birds, etc. 

In order to understand the importance of these species 

globally and understand its conservation status in order to 

support the upstream nomination of Hawar Island. 

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ provides 

taxonomic, conservation status and distribution 

information on plants, fungi and animals that have been 

globally evaluated using the IUCN Red List Categories 

and Criteria. This system is designed to determine the 

relative risk of extinction, and to highlight those plants and 

animals that are facing a higher risk of global extinction.

Qatar
Category: Natural 
State, Province or Region:
South East of Qatar
Coordinates: N24 42 50 E51 24 55

Bahrain
Category: Natural 
State, Province or Region:
The Hawar archipelago comprises 6 major and over 30 
smaller islands. 

04
Total number of
World Heritage  
Nature Properties in the

Arab Region

The islands are Bahrain's last remaining true wilderness. 

Untouched and highly vulnerable, they possess a unique 

natural beauty, a national yet irreplaceable value. The 

migratory wading birds, the multi-coloured coral reefs, 

the wandering herds of endangered sea cows, peacefully 

swimming through the shallow calm green waters among 

flourishing seagrass beds, represent some fascinating 

scenes of the island’s natural attractions.  
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ARC-WH  
AND CONsERvATION  
OF WORLD  
HERITAGE sITEs 

ARC-WH VISIT TO ERBIL CITADEL - IRAQ
Date: 1-2, June 2015
Partners: World Monuments Fund
Institute for the Conservation of Antiquities and  
Heritage - Iraq

Following its inscription in 2014, ARC-WH Director Dr. 

Mounir Bouchenaki visited Erbil Citadel and held a series 

of meetings with the local authorities in Erbil to discuss 

the status of management and conservation of the site. 

Erbil Citadel is a fortified settlement on top of an imposing 

ovoid-shaped tell (a hill created by many generations of 

people living and rebuilding on the same spot) in the 

Kurdistan region, Erbil Governorate. A continuous wall of 

tall 19th-century façades still conveys the visual impression 

of an impregnable fortress, dominating the city of Erbil. 

The citadel features a peculiar fan-like pattern dating back 

TECHNICAL guIDANCE AND SuPPORT TO THE 
MANAgEMENT PLAN OF WADI RuM - JORDAN
Date: 14-15 June 2015
Partners: WRPA/ASEZA, DoA, and UNESCO Amman

In support of the conservation of World Heritage sites in 

the Arab Region, ARC-WH in cooperation with UNESCO 

Amman, the WRPA (Wadi Rum Protected Area)/ Aqaba 

Special Economic Zone Authority (ASEZA) and Jordanian 

Department of Antiquities (DoA), conducted a mission to 

provided technical guidance and support to the management 

plan of Wadi Rum, a mixed World Heritage Site, in order to 

implement the WH Committee recommendations. 

The mission included several meetings with local authorities 

responsible for the cultural and natural components of Wadi 

Rum. One of the main outputs of the mission was to better 

facilitate the communication between both authorities 

in order to enhance both institutions capacities to better 

understand the management and conservation requirements 

for the cultural and natural values of the site.

Jordan
Coordinates: N29 38 23 E35 26 2
Date of Inscription: 2011
Criteria: (iii)(v)(vii)
Property: 74,180 ha 
Buffer Zone: 59,177 ha

to Erbil’s late Ottoman phase. Written and iconographic 

historical records document the antiquity of settlement on 

the site – Erbil corresponds to ancient Arbela, an important 

Assyrian political and religious centre – while archaeological 

finds and investigations suggest that the mound conceals 

the levels and remains of previous settlements.
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ARC-WH  
AND CONsERvATION  
OF WORLD  
HERITAGE sITEs 

TECHNICAL SuPPORT TO MAuRITANIA CuLTuRAL AND 
NATuRAL HERITAgE 
Date: 23 April 2015
Partners: Ministry of Culture –Mauritania

The ARC-WH held a series of meetings with local authorities 

in Maurtania to discuss supporting methods towards the 

conservation and preservation of cultural and natural 

heritage in Maurtania. Upon the completion of the mission, 

four major areas of cooperation were identified: 

1)  Capacity building on the World Heritage Convention of 1972

2)  Technical support towards the historical cities national 

programme.

3)  Supporting future nomination files.

Banc d’Arguin National Park, Mauritani
© Editions  Gelbart
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Old Walled City of Shiban, Yemen
© Editions  Gelbart
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ENHANCING REGIONAL 
CAPACITIEs

COMPARATIVE ANALySIS WORKSHOP
Date:  23-26 February, 2015 
Partners: IUCN, WHC

The workshop aimed at raising the capacity building of 

participants with the necessary skills and knowledge 

on global comparative analysis. The analysis provides 

justification on why a nominated property should be 

inscribed on the World Heritage List.  

The training course introduced participants to advanced 

concepts, procedures, and sources of information 

associated with the preparation of comparative analyses. 

Participants also learnt how to compile relevant scientific 

data and information to support robust comparisons. For 

this purpose, UNEP-WCMC methodology on Comparative 

Analysis Methodology for World Heritage Nominations 

under biodiversity criteria was used as a main reference. 

RED LIST ASSESMENT WORKSHOP
Date: 17-19 February, 2015 
Partners: Bahrain Supreme Council for the Environment 

The main aim of the workshop was to prepare high- quality 

conservation assessments of selected species for publication 

on the IUCN Red List of  Threatened Species and to improve 

the conservation of natural World Heritage sites in Arab 

States Region  through targeted capacity building, sharing 

of knowledge and experiences.   The workshop helped to 

formulate relevant guidelines to provide information and 

analyses on  the status, trends  and  threats to species in order 

to  inform and unite action for biodiversity  conservation.  It 

was also an opportunity for Bahraini experts to understand 

how to prepare  high-quality extinction risk assessments using 

the IUCN Red  List  methodology. 

RISK PREPAREDNESS WORKSHOP
Date: 1-10 June, 2015 
Partners: UNESCO Beirut, ICCROM-ATHAR 

In response to the current situation facing cultural heritage in 

the region, ARC-WH in partnership with the UNESCO office 

in Beirut and ICCROM-Athar organised a workshop on Risk 

Preparedness for Syrian experts. Twenty-three participants 

joined the workshop from different parts of Syria including 

Aleppo, Idleb, Deir Al-Zor, Homs, Damascus and Daraa and 

 represented a variety of different professional fields such as 

museum curators, conservator architects  and engineers. The 

capacity building course covered different disciplines, such as 

rapid  documentation and ratification of photos, the analysis 

of structural problems in ancient buildings,  the discussion 

of structural problems and solutions related to specific case 

studies, risk  preparedness, assessment and management, and 

communication with local communities. 

The workshop followed a “learning by doing” approach 

enabling participants to tackle challenges  and complex 

issues through analyzing case studies of a variety of 

nomination files of WH sites in the Arab Region.  
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HISTORIC CITIES AND uRBAN  
REgENERATION CONFERENCE
Date: 23-24 March, 2015

A three-day "Historic Cities and Urban Regeneration" Conference 

was held on 23-24 March 2015 at ARC-WH Headquarters 

in Manama. The conference included a series of  thematic 

presentations and discussions, in which keynote speakers 

from UNESCO, ICOMOS,  ICCROM, and other international and 

regional institutions presented the status of preservation in a 

number of historic cities from around the world.

The conference addressed how to better manage cultural 

heritage in historic cities,  how to integrate cultural heritage 

and new urban development and how to look at cultural 

 heritage in relation to new tools for conservation.   

 31

BAHRAIN EuROPE ENVIRONMENT WEEK
Date: 25-28 May 2015

The ARC-WH hosted events during Bahrain Europe 

Environment Week in close cooperation with the Supreme 

Council for the Environment and the Embassies of France, 

Germany, Italy and the United Kingdom.  This event was 

part of the ongoing global debate about the challenges of 

 climate change. The programme of workshops and seminars 

held during Bahrain Europe  Environment Week was  designed 

to address the issue of sustainable development and climate 

 change in light of the Post-2015  Development Agenda.  

During the week experts and delegates from Bahrain and 

Europe discussed the measures and  actions  that need to be 

implemented in order to overturn the current situation. In 

particular, they discussed capacity building, technology-transfer 

ENHANCING REGIONAL 
CAPACITIEs

solutions and  how new  technologies and renewable energy 

sources contribute to sustainable  development.  heritage in 

historic cities,  how to integrate cultural heritage and new 

urban development and how to look at cultural  heritage in 

relation to new tools for conservation.   
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Al-Turaif District in Ad-Dir’iyah, Saudi Arabia
© Editions  Gelbart
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COmmUNICATION 

TABE’A II REPORT
Partners: IUCN

The IUCN World Heritage Programme in partnership 

with the ARC-WH published the Tabe’a II report. The 

programme witnessed the inclusion of a large number of 

new potential sites on the national tentative lists with one 

successful addition to the World Heritage List, represented 

by Wadi Rum Protected Area in Jordan, and several 

others which are currently being discussed and evaluated. 

Furthermore, the programme was able to build the nucleus 

for an Arabic-speaking regional network of experts and 

practitioners in the field of World Heritage, which will lead 

the future development of the programme. 

The TABE’A II report documents the progress made on the 

above programme, and adopts a set of recommendations 

to further enhance its effectiveness and better promote the 

conservation of the region’s heritage while maintaining good 

hope for the region’s stability in the near future, thus allowing 

for more progress towards the long-term sustainability of the 

area and its people and future generations.

LAuNCH OF CLIMATE CHANgE CASE STuDy
Date: 25 May, 2015

Coinciding with Bahrain-European environment week, 

ARC-WH launched the arabic version “Case Studies on 

Climate Change and World Heritage”, which includes 

studies and research carried out to understand the impacts 

of climate change on cultural and natural sites worldwide. 

The book was published by UNESCO in 2007, has had 

three reprints, and has been translated into French and 

Spanish. Featured in this book are twenty-six case studies 

on World Heritage sites and their vulnerability to climate 

change with recommended adaptation measures. This is a 

valuable publication for specialists in the field of cultural 

heritage, natural resources and climate change.

 35

ARC-WH AT THE 39TH SESSION OF THE WORLD 
HERITAgE COMMITTEE 
Date: 28 June- 8 July 2015

On the side events of the WH committee meeting 

held in Bonn, Germany, ARC-WH and IUCN under the 

partnership programme Tabe’a programme launched 2 

main publications for the programme Tabe’a ii: Enhancing 

regional capacities and the World Heritage Nomination 

of The Ahwar of Southern Iraq: Refuge of Biodiversity 

and Relict Landscape of the Mesopotamian Cities : A 

Case Study of Providing Upstream Guidance and Capacity 

Building for a World Heritage Nomination to a State Party 

to the 1972 Convention.

In collaboration with IUCN- Environmental Law Centre 

(ELC) in Bonn, Tabe’a programme presented outcomes of 

its workshop held in 2014 about “Legislative frameworks 

for natural World Heritage in Arab Region” as preliminary 

assessment of legislative frameworks and possible 

enhancement areas for those frameworks. 
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ARC-WH  
AND COmmUNITIEs 

MuSEuMS AND COMMuNITIES SyMPOSIuM 
Date: 26 January, 2015

A symposium on museums and communities was organised 

by ARC-WH in order to highlight the important role that 

museums play in societies and in World Heritage sites. 

The symposium keynote speakers were Michael Conforti 

from the Clark Museum, ICOM Director General Anne-

Catherine Robert-Hauglustaine, and Bernard Fonquernie, 

Chief Architect and Honorary Inspector General of Historic 

Monuments in France.  

CuLTuRAL HERITAgE ART WORKSHOP
Date: 8 November, 2015 

The Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage hosted two 

classes of 25 students (12 to 14 years old ) from the French 

School of Bahrain, with a German artist focusing on the 

painting of old monuments and historical buildings. The 

visit provided the students with an opportunity to discuss 

topics of World Heritage and the role of local communities 

in safeguarding cultural sites. 

ARAB TOuRISM DAy
Date: 25 February, 2015 

ARC-WH celebrated Arab Tourism Day on February 25, 

  2015.  The exhibition showcased Arab World Heritage cities 

visited by renowned traveller Ibn Battuta. Those sites 

showcased the immense importance of cultural tourism in 

the promotion of World Heritage sites and increasing the 

number of tourists visiting the sites throughout the year.    

WORLD TOuRISM DAy
Date: 29 September, 2015

In close cooperation with ARC-WH, the Bahrain Authority for 

Culture & Antiquities launched the “Cultural Tourism Passport” 

in celebration of World Tourism Day. The passport features 

a map detailing 21 of Bahrain’s most iconic and historical 

landmarks, monuments and cultural sites, which passport 

holders can “tick off” by receiving a Dilmun seal stamp from 

staff when they visit each of the sites.  
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ARC-WH  
AND COmmUNITIEs 

ARC-WH AND THE uNIVERSITy OF BAHRAIN

As part of the ARC-WH engagement with the local 

communities, the Regional Centre held a series of events 

in cooperation with the University of Bahrain. ARC-WH 

Natural Specialist Haifaa Abdulhalem was a guest speaker 

for students enrolled in environmental studies in the 

University. The lecture focused on Tabe’aa programme and 

on the current status of natural heritage in the Region. 

The ARC-WH also received a group of students from the 

University in the Centre’s HQ, the students toured the 

premises and were briefed on the main mission of the 

Regional Centre.  

ARABIC LANguAgE DAy
Date: 18 December, 2015 

The ARC-WH celebrated the Arabic Language day by 

highlighting the role of Arab scientists whom worked or 

lived in World Heritage cities. An exhibition showcasing the 

World Heritage cities of Cairo, Damascus, Cordoba, Tunisia 

link to renowned Arab scientists like Ibn al Nafes , ibn al 

Haytham and al Khalili.

Medina of Sousse, Tunisia
© Editions  Gelbart
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ARC-WH  
AND THE WORLD  
HERITAGE NOmINATION  
OF THE AHWAR OF  
sOUTHERN IRAq

In fulfilment of its mission to strengthen the implementation 

of the World Heritage Convention in the Arab Region, the 

ARC-WH facilitated, supported and hosted in its premises 

in Manama, Bahrain, several of the hands-on training 

workshops leading to the development of the nomination 

dossier. The ARC-WH in collaboration with IUCN prepared 

and published a report documenting the nomination process 

to serve as a record of experience and lessons learned 

on the methodology for national capacity development 

in the preparation of mixed nominations, particularly in 

the Arab region where mixed properties remain largely 

underrepresented. Such documentation is foreseen to benefit 

Iraq and the Arab Region (at the least) in the preparation of 

new nominations and the drawing from the lessons learned 

from this extensive knowledge-based experience.

Over the course of 2015, the ARC-WH continued to provide 

support for the nomination dossier of the Ahwar of Southern 

Iraq and organized a number of workshops and field visits 

for all stakeholders involved. Below are the activities and 

workshops held in 2015 in support of the nomination of the 

Ahwar of Southern Iraq.

 

IRAQI MARSHLANDS MANAgEMENT PLAN 
Date: 10-11 February, 2015 
Partners: United Nations  Environment Programme (UNEP)
International Union for the  Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Iraqi Ministry of Tourism and Environment

The main aim of the coordination workshop for  international 

and Iraqi experts on “The Ahwar of Southern Iraq and the 

Relict Landscape of the  Mesopotamian Cities” was to develop 

a management plan that safeguards the integrity of  the site.  

The workshop is part of the UNEP-UNESCO initiative that 

aims to use the World Heritage  nomination and management 

planning process to ensure sustainable development of the 

Iraqi  Marshlands, and to conserve the values inherent in 

the historical, cultural, environmental, and  socio-economic 

characteristics of the area. Since 2012 the Centre has 

contributed to this  initiative through the organization of 

various capacity building workshops.  

MERgINg NATuRAL AND CuLTuRAL MANAgEMENT 
PLANS OF IRAQI MARSHLANDS 
Date: 14-15 June, 2015
Partners: United Nations  Environment Programme (UNEP)
International Union for the  Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Iraqi Ministry of Tourism and Environment
IUCN ROWA
Italian Mission in Eridu, Iraq
German Archeological Mission in Uruk, Iraq

The meeting held in Amman, Jordan gathered all 

stakeholders involved in the management plan preparation 

for the Iraqi Marshlands. The main aim was to create 

a management plan that merges both the natural and 

cultural components of the site and provide technical 

support to the local authorties on the best practices of 

World Heritage management plan. 
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The Ahwar (Marshlands)  of Southern Iraq
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IRAQI MARSHLANDS ExHIBITION 
Date: 27 October, 2015
Partners: Photographer Alain Saint Hilaire

In the presence of Iraqi Vice-Minister of Environment, Dr. 

Jassim Al Falahi, the ARC-WH launched an exhibition 

showcasing the Iraqi Marshlands during the 1970’s. The 

photographs were taken by French Photographer Alain Saint 

Hilaire who visited several Middle Eastern cities during the 

60’s and 70’s. The exhibition displayed the different traditional 

practices of the local communities in the Ahwar Region and 

documents the immense importance of the Marshlands for the 

local population during that period of time.  

ARC-WH  
AND THE WORLD  
HERITAGE NOmINATION  
OF THE AHWAR OF  
sOUTHERN IRAq
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THE PuBLICATION OF THE WORLD HERITAgE 
NOMINATION OF THE AHWAR OF SOuTHERN IRAQ: 
REFugE OF BIODIVERSITy AND RELICT LANDSCAPE 
OF THE MESOPOTAMIAN CITIES : A CASE STuDy OF 
PROVIDINg uPSTREAM guIDANCE AND CAPACITy 
BuILDINg FOR A WORLD HERITAgE NOMINATION TO A 
STATE PARTy TO THE 1972 CONVENTION
Date: 27th October 2015

The ARC-WH prepared and presented the report 

documenting the nomination process to serve as a record 

of experience and lessons learned on the methodology 

for national capacity development in the preparation 

of mixed nominations, particularly in the Arab Region 

where mixed properties remain largely underrepresented. 

Such documentation is foreseen to benefit Iraq and the 

Arab Region (at the least) in the preparation of new 

nominations and the drawing from the lessons learned 

from this extensive knowledge-based experience.

this report particularly documents:

➤  The national vision behind the adoption of an extensive 
training and capacity development scheme based on the 
World Heritage Programme;

➤  The stages of the nomination from its early inception in 
2003 when the property was first included in Iraq’s Tentative 
List until its successful completion in January 2014;

➤ The background, rationale and mechanisms for the UNEP-
UNESCO collaboration in support of the nomination 
preparation;

➤  The mechanisms and nature of the upstream advisory role 
provided by the Advisory Bodies and the WHC;

➤ The set-up put in place to prepare the nomination dossier 
under national leadership;

➤ The level and nature of involvement of external experts;

➤ The development and implementation of a capacity-
building methodology;

➤ The challenges faced collectively and by the different 
parties involved;

➤ The lessons learned throughout the process. 
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AmAL  
IN HERITAGE

gLOBAL HERITAgE FuND’S NEW TOOL FOR CuLTuRE IN 
CRISIS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
Partners: ICCROM-ATHAR, Prince Claus Fund,  
ICOMOS-ICORP

Global Heritage Fund and its partners are launching the 

‘AMAL in Heritage’ Program. The Program will provide 

unprejudiced advice, supplementary training, and emergency 

management and response tools to anyone seeking to 

provide protection and conservation for all aspects of 

cultural heritage in this region. 

AMAL is a high-tech solution designed to aid in 

documenting cultural assets and assessing damage to 

cultural heritage during high-risk, emergency situations. 

AMAL will do this by offering hands-on, distance learning 

tools and technical support applications to experts and other 

interested parties across the conflict-stricken countries of 

the MENA region.

hOW DOes it WORK?

the AmAl in heritage Program is composed of three parts:

I. Rapid Impact Assessment

II. Database and Mapping

III. Distance Learning

each section is integral to the overall functioning of  

the program.

➤ The ability to rapidly assess and catalogue heritage in  

 crisis will allow conservators to understand the specific  

 situation on the ground.

➤  The database and mapping system for widespread use  

 will allow conservators to track crisis timelines as they  

 unfold.

➤  Distance learning options will give crucial support to  

 help  laypeople and conservators alike undertake the  

 monumental task of emergency heritage preservation.

1. mObile Device APPlicAtiON –  
RAPiD imPAct AssessmeNt

Currently, the efforts of GHF and our partners are focused 

on developing a mobile-based application that will allow 

conservation professionals, public institutions, members of 

NGOS, and other interested parties to initiate Rapid Impact 

Assessments (RIAs) of movable and immovable cultural assets.

Simple tutorials on the AMAL application will ensure that 

users understand both the processes and concepts behind 

RIA, as well as how to execute them in the field. With the 

addition of supplementary training materials, professionals 

will also be able to train concerned parties in RIA and 

dispatch them as local impact assessment teams.

This pilot program is intended to overcome the problems 

associated with pre-existing techniques for recording and data 

gathering, which are too slow and expensive to be effectively 

used in emergency situations. It is necessary to note that 

this project is not designed to conduct comprehensive 

assessments, and so cannot clarify all possible issues or 

answer all possible challenges related to a heritage site. 

Rather, it is intended as a simple, cost-effective tool for 

identifying and addressing critical issues in the most effective 

manner possible in challenging environments.

2. DAtAbAse AND mAPPiNg sYstem

In order to maintain records of conservation efforts both 

for posterity and to ensure the dissemination of valuable 

information, AMAL in Heritage will create a database and 

mapping system to record all information passed through the 

website and mobile app. Through this database, we will be 

able to educate, advise on, and discuss challenges related to 

the preservation of cultural heritage in all its forms.

3. DistANce leARNiNg

Many people in conflict zones want to preserve their 

priceless cultural treasures, but oftentimes they do not know 

how. Our distance-learning workshops will offer basic, vital 

information for disaster risk management and emergency 

response techniques for movable and immovable cultural 

heritage. Each workshop will be limited to a small number 

of students, which will allow for better interaction between 

teachers and pupils. This part of our program is currently in 

development, and we hope to launch it as soon as possible.

With the inauguration of this pilot program, GHF and our 

partners are confident that – though we cannot always be 

present on the ground – we can contribute to the toolkits 

of conservators in a positive and effective manner. We 

are filled with hope at its promise to help stem the tide of 

cultural loss in the Middle East and North Africa.
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WORLD  
HERITAGE  
vOLUNTEERs

Within the framework of the UNESCO World Heritage 

Education Programme, World Heritage Volunteers (WHV) 

Initiative has been launched since 2008 in collaboration with 

the Coordinating Committee for International Voluntary Service 

(CCIVS) to mobilise and involve young people and youth 

organisations in World Heritage preservation and promotion.

Objectives

➤ To raise awareness among young people, volunteers, 

local communities, and concerned authorities of the 

need to protect and promote World Heritage.

➤ To get young people involved in World Heritage 

preservation through concrete projects at sites, allowing 

them to learn new skills and express ideas.

➤  Provide young people with opportunities to learn basic 

preservation and conservation techniques.

➤  Foster cooperation between local youth organisations, 

communities, site management and authorities.

➤  Identify best practices and develop non-formal education 

tools to facilitate stakeholders’ participation in the World 

Heritage education.

802
Total number of
Cultural World Heritage Properties

Worldwide 

This year the campaign contributed to:

the Decade on biodiversirty
(2011-2020)
Patrimony takes a stand in a changing  
global environment
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Qala’at Al Bahrain
© Editions  Gelbart
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NEWLy INsCRIBED  
WORLD HERITAGE  
sITEs IN THE  
ARAB REGION- 
2015

BAPTISM SITE “BETHANy BEyOND THE JORDAN”  
(AL-MAgHTAS)

Situated on the eastern bank of the River Jordan, nine 

kilometres north of the Dead Sea, the archaeological site 

consists of two distinct areas: Tell Al-Kharrar, also known as 

Jabal Mar-Elias (Elijah’s Hill) and the area of the churches of 

Saint John the Baptist near the river. Situated in a pristine 

natural environment the site is believed to be the location 

where Jesus of Nazareth was baptized by John the Baptist. 

It features Roman and Byzantine remains including churches 

and chapels, a monastery, caves that have been used by 

hermits and pools in which baptisms were celebrated, 

testifying to the religious character of the place. The site is a 

Christian place of pilgrimage.

Jordan
Date of Inscription: 2015
Criteria: (iii)(vi)
Property: 294 ha 
Buffer Zone: 957 ha
Coordinates: N31 50 14 E35 33 10

ROCK ART IN THE HAIL REgION OF SAuDI ARABIA

This property includes two components situated in a desert 

landscape: Jabel Umm Sinman at Jubbah and the Jabal al-

Manjor and Raat at Shuwaymis. A lake once situated at the 

foot of the Umm Sinman hill range that has now disappeared 

used to be a source of fresh water for people and animals in 

the southern part of the Great Narfoud Desert. The ancestors 

of today’s Arab populations have left traces of their passages 

in numerous petroglyphs and inscriptions on the rock 

face. Jabal al-Manjor and Raat form the rocky escarpment 

of a wadi now covered in sand. They show numerous 

representations of human and animal figures covering 

10,000 years of history.

Saudi Arabia
Date of Inscription: 2015
Criteria: (i)(iii)
Property: 2,044 ha 
Buffer Zone: 3,610 ha
Coordinates: N28 0 38 E40 54 47
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Old City of Jerusalem (proposed by Jordan)
© Editions  Gelbart
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#UNITE4HERITAGE

#Unite4Heritage is a global movement 
powered by UNESCO that aims to 
celebrate and safeguard cultural 
heritage and diversity around the 
world. Launched in response to 
the unprecedented recent attacks 
on heritage, the campaign calls on 
everyone to stand up against extremism 
and radicalization by celebrating the 
places, objects and cultural traditions 
that make the world such a rich and 
vibrant place.

7 WAYs tO get iNvOlveD

1. POsT yOUR sUPPORT  
TO sOCIAL mEDIA
Take to Facebook, Twitter or Instagram and tell the world 
what cultural heritage and diversity mean to you and why 
you think we need to safeguard and celebrate it. Or post an 
image of your favourite heritage site or cultural tradition and 

explain why it matters to you.

2. ExPLORE HERITAGE IN 
yOUR LOCAL COmmUNITy 
What better way to celebrate cultural heritage than to go 
out and experience it for yourself! Find World Heritage 
sites nearby, or visit the website of your local heritage 
organisation or cultural institution and explore the important 

role of cultural heritage in your community.

3. ORGANIsE A  
#UNITE4HERITAGE EvENT
Get your friends or colleagues together and plan an activity 
to celebrate cultural heritage and stand in solidarity with 
heritage under attack around the world. Invite heritage sites, 
museums and cultural insitutions in your area to participate, 
and work with local media to cover the event. Also be sure 

to let us know so we can add it to our events listing.

4. LET yOUR GOvERNmENT 
kNOW WHy HERITAGE 
mATTERs
You can act as a #Unite4Heritage ambassador in your 
community by contacting your government representatives 
and letting them know why cultural heritage is important for 
you and why it must be safeguarded for future generations.

5. vOLUNTEER TO  
sAFEGUARD HERITAGE
Get in touch with heritage sites and cultural institutions in 
your area to see how you can assist them in safeguarding 
heritage. You can also learn about our World Heritage 
Volunteers programme, which offers the chance to volunteer 

at a World Heritage site around the world.

6. DONATE TO THE  
HERITAGE EmERGENCy 
FUND
If you’d like to financially support efforts to safeguard cultural 
heritage in emergency situations, consider donating to the 
Heritage Emergency Fund, which contributes to the protection 
of natural and cultural heritage from disasters and conflicts by 
more effectively preparing for and responding to emergencies.

7. sTAy UP-TO-DATE  
ON CAmPAIGN NEWs
Keep checking WWW.UNITE4HERITAGE.ORG to see the 
latest news about the #Unite4Heritage campaign, and check 
out the conversation on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to 
see what others are saying. Also be sure to subscribe to the 
World Heritage mailing list for all of the latest info related to 
cultural heritage across the globe.
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sTATIsTICs  
AND FIGUREs

NuMBER OF WORLD HERITAgE PROPERTIES By REgION

LIST OF WORLD HERITAgE SITES IN DANgER By REgION

WORLD HERITAgE SITES INSCRIBED IN 2015

Regions	 CultuRal	 natuRal	 Mixed	 total	 %	 states	PaRties	with	
	 	 	 	 	 	 insCRibed	PRoPeRties

afRiCa	 48	 37	 4	 89	 9%	 33
aRab	states	 73	 4	 2	 79	 8%	 18
asia	and	the	PaCifiC	 168	 59	 11	 238*	 29%	 35
euRoPe	and	n.	aMeRiCa	 420	 61	 10	 491*	 48%	 50
latin	aMeRiCa	and	the	CaRRibean	 93	 36	 5	 134	 13%	 27

total	 802	 197	 32	 1031	 100%	 163

Regions	 CultuRal	 natuRal	 Mixed	 total	 %	

afRiCa	 3	 13	 0	 16	 33%	
aRab	states	 16	 0	 0	 16	 33%	
asia	and	the	PaCifiC	 2	 2	 0	 4	 8%	
euRoPe	and	n.	aMeRiCa	 4	 1	 0	 5	 10%	
latin	aMeRiCa	and	the	CaRRibean	 5	 2	 0	 7	 15%	

total	 30	 18	 0	 48	 100%	

yeaR	 nuMbeR	of	 CultuRal	 natuRal		 Mixed	 foRests	 MaRine	and	 Cities	 CultuRal
	 PRoPeRties	 	 	 	 	 Coastal	 	 landsCaPes
	 insCRibed	 	 	 	 	

2015	 24	 23	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 7
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Socotra Archipelago, Yemen
© Editions  Gelbart
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OUR  
PARTNERs

UNESCO/	World	Heritage	Centre

Bahrain	Authority	for	Culture	and	Antiquities

United	Nation	for	Education,	Science	and	Culture	
Organization

African	World	Heritage	Fund

United	Nation	Environment	Programme

Islamic	Educational,	Scientific	and	
Cultural	Organization

World	Heritage	Institute	of	Training	and	Research	for	
Asia	and	the	Pacific	Region

International	Union	for	Conservation	of	Nature

International	Centre	for	the	Study	of	the	Preservation	and	
Restoration	of	Cultural	Property

International	Council	of	monuments	and	sites

ICCROM-ATHAR	Regional	Conservation	
Centre	in	Sharjah

United	Nation	Institute	for	Training	and	Research

Arab	League	Educational,	Cultural	and	
Scientific	organization	(ALECSO)
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CONTACT  
Us

WEBsITE WWW.ARCWH.ORG
EmAIL: INFO@ARCWH.ORG
TEL. +973 17001004
FAx. +973 17001003

World	Monuments	Fund




