
The Friends of Soqotra and the Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage

cordially invite you to the 

 17th International Soqotra Conference and Annual 
General Meeting of the Friends of Soqotra (FoS)

Natural and cultural linkages on Soqotra 

25–28 October 2018, 

At the Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage Manama, Bahrain 



It is with great pleasure that we would like to invite you to the 17th International Soqotra Conference and AGM 
of the Friends of Soqotra (FoS*). This year the event is hosted for the first time in the Middle East, by the Arab 
Regional Centre for World Heritage (ARC-WH) in Manama, Bahrain. 

The Conference and FoS AGM is an interdisciplinary event to emphasize the uniqueness of Soqotra in all its 
aspects and to raise awareness of its heritage. It presents an opportunity to meet and to learn more about past 
and ongoing projects and the latest scientific research related to nature (terrestrial and marine), culture (histor-
ical and current), education and sustainable development in the Archipelago. We strongly encourage Soqotri 
attendants to present. 

The event presents a wonderful opportunity to share information about the events and activities that the 
Friends of Soqotra, ARC-WH and others have been involved in over the previous year and to discuss future 
activities to improve conservation and local livelihoods on Soqotra in a sustainable way. Both members and 
non-members are very welcome to attend and to participate in the meetings. All attendants are invited to share 
their knowledge and experience about the Archipelago in this open and friendly forum. 

This year’s conference theme will be the natural and cultural linkages on Soqotra. We would like to call on 
people with a research interest or projects on Soqotra to send us your abstracts (for presentations or posters) 
that adhere to this theme. Deadline for abstracts: 1 August 2018. The conference starts Thursday 25 October 
(9am) and ends Sunday 28 October in the evening. 

Preliminary Programme 

Thursday 25 Oct. Key/Public presentation, Exhibition, Film.
Friday 26 Oct. Presentations and open discussion forum.
Saturday 27 Oct. Friends of Soqotra Annual General Meeting.
Sunday 28 Oct. Excursion to Hawar Islands. 

Venue 

The Conference and AGM will take place at the Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage (ARC-WH) Build-
ing, Road 2209, Building 465, Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain. Location of the Excursion is to be determined. 
ARC-WH is a Category 2 Centre under the Auspices of UNESCO. Website: www.arcwh.org. 

Accommodation Suggestion 

Hotels Novotel and Elite are at walking distance from the ARC-WH Building, for about 100USD/night + 
dinner. There are more hotels in the city centre, but they require transport by taxi. 



Organising Committee

Haifaa Abdulhalim (ARC-WH), Selma Kassem (ARC-WH), Khansa Mokdad (ARC-WH), Rawan Suleiman 
(ARC-WH), Ismael Mohammed (ARC-WH), Julian Jansen van Rensburg (FoS), Kay Van Damme (FoS). 

Contact

Registration is direct, through email to the contacts below. If there is a need for an invitation letter and VISA, 
arrangements will be facilitated as well as possible. However such requests, including personal info (passport 
details and scans) should be provided and sent to the organisers at the latest on 1 September 2018 for the visa 
to be in time. 

Technical matters (Registration, Conference Abstracts, General Info)

Haifaa Abdulhalim: h.abdulhalim@arcwh.org, Selma Kassem: s.kassem@arcwh.org, Khansa Mokdad: k.mok-
dad@arcwh.org, FoS: fos.secretary@gmail.com, Kay Van Damme: kay.vandamme@gmail.com
(for the committee’s selection of presentations, programme and attendance: always include H. Abdulhalim and 
K. Van Damme in the correspondence)”

Logistical arrangements (Visa, Invitation Letters, Travel Questions)

Rawan Suleiman: r.suleiman@arcwh.org, Selma Kassem: s.kassem@arcwh.org, Khansa Mokdad: k.mokdad@
arcwh.org (for invitation letters from ARC-WH and Visa), FoS: fos.secretary@gmail.com (for invitation let-
ters from FoS only)

Location Map 

Who we are?

FoS is a registered UK charity to promote the sustainable use and conservation of the natural and cultural 
environment of the Soqotra Archipelago, and to support sustainable improvement in the standard of living of 
the people of the Soqotra Archipelago. UK charity number 1097546. More info at www.friendsofsoqotra.org.

ARC-WH, established in 2012 as a Category 2 Centre under the auspices of UNESCO, to reinforce the imple-
mentation of the 1972 World Heritage Convention in the Arab States Region. Acting as a relay to the World 
Heritage Centre, ARC-WH contributes to the protection and promotion of cultural and natural heritage sites 
in the region


